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Odonata news and events from across the vice counties of 

Anglesey, Merionethshire, Caernarvonshire, Denbighshire and Flintshire
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Some new records for 10 km squares (hectads)
Andy Williams observed Lestes sponsa (Common Spreadwing) and collected exuviae of Aeshna juncea (Common Hawker) at Moelyci, Tregarth on the 20th July which are new records for hectad SH56. 
We visited the Tywyn area on the 9th August and got 10 species at a shallow dune pond [SH590982] and nearby canalised stream, 9 of which were new for hectad SH59. The species were: Calopteryx virgo, Lestes sponsa, Ischnura elegans, Coenagrion puella, Enallagma cyathigerum, Anax imperator, Aeshna juncea, Cordulegaster boltonii and Libellula quadrimaculata.
See also observations below.
Red-veined Darter seen at Mynydd Gilan, Lleyn
Rhys Jones saw a male Sympetrum fonscolombii (Red-veined Darter) while surveying the coastal Mynydd Gilan ponds on the peninsular south of Abersoch on the 10th August. It was at an isolated cliff top pond called Pwll Du [SH29142366] and Rhys reports that ‘it is usually completely dry this time of year - we scraped it out 3 yrs ago. The only other odonata on the pool was an Emperor that kept harassing it.’ 
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Pwll Du, Mynydd Gilan with views to Bardsey, 10th August 2012. Photo Rhys Jones.
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Male Sympetrum fonscolombii at Pwll Du, 10th August 2012. Photo Rhys Jones.

This is likely to be part of a migration from southern Europe so be vigilant to check out all red darters in the next week or so as more Red-veins should be present, especially at ponds close to the sea. One was seen on the 4th August at Lighthorne Heath in Warwickshire according to the BDS website.

Really excellent news Rhys!
Thriving Small Red Damsel colony at Amlwch
I was visiting the Amlwch area of Anglesey on the 7th August and called off at the lovely heathland pool [SH454933]. The natural, well-vegetated rock basin pond is close to the sea and has sphagnum mats and Marsh St John’s Wort. I was surprised to find a colony of Ceriagrion tenellum (Small Red Damsel) as I had assumed that the species was extinct on the island. It has never been recorded from Amlwch area before and this is a new record for hectad SH49. 
The pool is close to a footpath and houses with parking. There is open access so this is probably one of the best places to observe the species. It does, however, accumulate a fair amount of rubbish in the form of plastic bottles and cans. As far as I am aware it doesn’t receive any official protection.
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Amlwch Port heathland pool, 7th August 2012. Photo A. Brandon.
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Male Ceriagrion tenellum, Amlwch pond, 7th August 2012. Photo A. Brandon.
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Form typica of female Ceriagrion tenellum, Amlwch pond, 7th August 2012. 
Photo A. Brandon.
The species is essentially southern European in distribution and this is the most northern occurrence of the species in the British Isles. It is debatable whether it is most northerly in Europe, and therefore the World, as it has a patchy distribution at roughly the same latitude in the Hamburg area.
Brown Hawker at Llandrillo, Corwen

On the 8th August I came across several hawking and breeding Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker) at the fishing lake at Branas Isaf [SJ026380]. The species has not been confirmed so far west before and this is a new record for hectad SJ03. 
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Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker), Llandrillo, 8th August 2012. Photo A. Brandon.
Latest melanistic bluets from Scotland and Breconshire
This is the latest odd Enallagma cyathigerum (Common Bluet) find by Juliette Dinning from a pond at Castle Fraser, Scotland photographed on the 10th August. It has the broken antehumeral stripes of Ian Standen’s Snowdonian individual. 
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From Breconshire Keith Noble, the VC recorder, photographed this strange melanistic Coenagrion puella (Azure Bluet) at Llandefalle Hill, north of Brecon on the 8th August.
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Melanistic male Coenagrion puella, Llandefalle Hill, north of Brecon, 8th August 2012. Photograph Keith Noble.
Are all these strange melanistic forms of bluet species related to the dull and wet weather this year or were they just overlooked previously?

Forthcoming dragonfly events

Rhuddlan Nature Reserve dragonfly walk [SJ021779]. Afternoon of Saturday, 18th August 2012. Leader Allan Brandon. Meet 2pm at car park. Booking essential. Call 01352 610614.14
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Female Aeshna mixta (Migrant Hawker), Rhuddlan Nature Reserve, 8th August 2012. Photo Eifion Griffiths.
Thanks are due to Duncan Brown for suggesting the Welsh title of the newsletter and all photographers who have contributed photographs to date.
Allan
Dr Allan Brandon
North Wales Dragonfly Recorder

Bryn Heilyn, Rowen, Conwy LL32 8YT.

allanrowenconwy@ antispam sky.com
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